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GHIN/Handicap 

WHAT IS A USGA HANDICAP INDEX? 

A Handicap Index is the number issued by your golf club which represents 
your potential scoring ability. It is expressed as a number taken to one 
decimal place. For example,14.7. The USGA Handicap Index will travel 
wherever you play. Your Handicap Index is not your handicap; it simply 
leads you to your Course Handicap™, which is the specific number of 
strokes you need to play on a specific set of tees to adjust your score back 
to the level of scratch (i.e. Course Rating™) For example, if your Handicap 
Index is 14.7 and you are playing a “difficult” course your Course 
Handicap™ might be higher than14.7. Conversely, if you are playing an 
“easy” course, your Course Handicap™ might be lower than 14.7 

                     HOW TO ESTABLISH A HANDICAP INDEX
?
 

Join a golf club. According to the USGA, a golf club is an organization of at 
least ten individual members, that operates under by-laws with Committees 
(including a Handicap Committee) to supervise golf activities, provide for 
peer review, and maintain the integrity of the USGA Handicap System™. 
Members of a golf club must: 

*Have a reasonable and regular opportunity to play golf with                      
each other. *Be able to return scores personally. *Scores must be made 

available for review by fellow members. 
 

Any golfer can form a golf club with his friends or colleagues. The USGA is 
not considered a golf club but it offers a Golf Club Formation Kit through the 
Handicap Department, which walks you through the steps to form a golf 
club.  Once you are a member of a golf club that complies with all the 
guidelines of the Handicap System, you will need to post at least five 
rounds to establish a USGA Handicap Index. 
 
*Reprinted w/permission of the RDGA 

. Posting Of Scores from home… 

Scores made at any golf course observing an inactive season are not acceptable for 

handicap purposes.  BDGA members are reminded that the active  posting season 

begins on April 15, 2011. 

If you are interested in posting on GHIN, from your home or office, just go to the 

following internet address: 

                        http://www.ghin.com/scorePosting.aspx 

Tom Sprague – Executive Director 

 

Dennis Rainey – President 

 

(716)632-0151 

 

info@buffdga.org                    www.buffdga.org 

 

NGF 

2010 GOLF FACILITIES 

NGF tracked 46 18-hole equivalent 
golf course openings in 2010 vs. 107 
closures, for a net negative of 61, the 
fifth consecutive year that closures 
have outpaced openings. The total 
net loss of 220 18-hole courses from 
2006-2010 represent roughly 1.5% of 
the total supply. The 2010 net loss of 
61 courses in 2010 represents less 
than one half of one percent of total 
supply. Considering the severity of 
the recession, one could argue that 
golf has held its ground reasonably 
well. 

These are some of the details 
emerging from NGF's Golf Facilities 
in the U.S. report, 2011 edition, which 
will be released in early February: 

 There were openings in 29 
states.  

 Of the 46 openings, more 
than 60% were daily fee  

 There are currently more 
than 80 U.S. golf course 
projects under construction 
(excluding renovations)  

 States with the most 
openings in 2010 were 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Florida, 
North Carolina and Texas  

 The region with the most 
courses currently under 
construction is the South 
Atlantic with 16.5 courses.  

 The total facility count at the 
end of 2010 stood at 15,890, 
167 less than the all-time 
high of 16,057 in 2004. And 
the current number of 18-hole 
equivalents is 14,904.5, 
which is less than the number 
of facilities due to the large 
number of stand-alone 9-
holers (4,382).  

 Questions? Contact the NGF 

http://www.ghin.com/scorePosting.aspx
mailto:info@buffdga.org
http://www.buffdga.org/


BDGA SPRING MEETING           
REPRESENTATIVES AND PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 

All BDGA clubs are invited to send their BDGA representative to join the BDGA 

Board of Directors, at the annual spring meeting.  This meeting is an opportunity 

for the BDGA and its members to discuss the 2010 season, and to discuss this 

coming golf season. 

2010 BDGA players of the year, will be honored for their accomplishments.   

Registration will begin at 9:30 AM.  Further information will be sent to our clubs, 

and their representatives.                                  

                                                     APRIL 16, 2011 

NOCO Pavilion – Sheridan Park Golf Course 

Emsinger Rd,  Tn of Tonawanda 

SENIOR EVENTS – CHANGES 

2011 will see some changes in our senior tournaments.  The minimum age for play 

this year will drop from 55 to 50 years of age.  This will allow for more of our 

members to participate in these events. 

Another change will take place, involving the tee locations used by the various 

flights.  The flights are based on the age of the participants.  The tees to be used 

will vary from club to club, depending on what tee locations a particular club has. 

These changes were proposed by various senior participants during the 2010 

season, and have been discussed by the leadership of the BDGA. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

One of the best young golfers to ever come out of the WNY area was Tim Straub.  

Along with EJ Pfister, the duo controlled junior amateur golf.  EJ is one of the top 

100 golf instructors in the United States, according to Golf Digest.  Tim has been 

the highly successful golf coach at Davidson College in Huntersville, NC., for 11 

years. 

 While reading the Sunnews from Myrtle Beach SC, we came across this article.  It 

is nice to see that Tim’s game is still in top form.  Now if we could get both Tim 

and EJ  to come back to WNY and play in a few WNYPGA events.  

Friday, Dec. 03, 2010    Thursday's area golf brief     From staff reports  

The team of Winston-Salem, N.C.'s Jerry Haas and Huntersville, N.C.'s Tim Straub 

shot a final-round 6-under 66 to win the 49th 54-hole Carolina PGA Ahead E-Z-Go 

Pro-Pro Championship by two strokes. 

The duo finished with a three-day total of 20-under 195 to earn the $5,000 winners' 

check. 

 Read more: http://www.davidsonwildcats.com/coaches.aspx?re=250&path=mgolf 

 

FOR ALL YOUR 

INSURANCE NEEDS 

CONTACT  

JOHN F. REHAK 

(716) 631-8800 

 

A great new online  

golf magazine can be found at: 

http://digital.globalgolfpost.com/globalgolfpost 

 

 

 

            Jerry Haas(L)  and Tim Straub(R)* 

        *From the Davidson College Website 

 

Rules 4 You Answers 

                  Questions on the next page. 

 

*d see Decision 14-3/0.5 
 

*b see Decision 14-3/0.5 

 
*a see Rule 4-2a and App II, sec.B 

 

*b 

http://www.davidsonwildcats.com/coaches.aspx?re=250&path=mgolf
http://digital.globalgolfpost.com/globalgolfpost


COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

It is that time again, for members of the 2011 Senior Class, who are members of, or 

play at BDGA Clubs, and have participated in BDGA Junior golf events, to fill out 

the BDGA Scholarship applications.   

The application can be ordered from the BDGA by contacting our office.  Within 

the next few weeks, the applications will be available for download from our 

website. 

The completed applications must be returned to the BDGA office by May 1, 2011.  

Notification to the recipients of these awards will be by the BDGA, at the 

beginning of August, 2011. 

I’M DQ’d?!....  #%*!@ 

Well hasn’t this been an interesting 6 months or so, in regards to PGA members 

and their rule mistakes.  Everything from Dustin Johnson and his,” is it or isn’t this 

a bunker”?  To Paddy Harrington and his “moving” golf ball.  Of course, the best 

may have been Ian Poulter’s drop of his ball onto his ball marker. Butterfingers! 

Jack Nicklaus probably was right when he said that the rules of golf are just too 

difficult to understand.  But you know what, it doesn’t matter.  The joy of the game 

is that each of us becomes our own  rule’s official, and that we have the opportunity 

to do the correct thing every time we play. 

But what do you do when you really don’t know the rule, and there is no one there 

at that moment to help you?  The answer is so simple, and everyone of the players 

mentioned above, should have followed its simple dictate. 

Rule 3-3, for crying out loud!!!  It is so easy to remember.  When you are 

not sure what the correct ruling is, play two balls.  Play the first ball from where it 

lays, and the second from where you think it should be played.  Declare which of 

the two balls you want to count, before you play them.  Record both scores, and 

then before you sign your card at the end of the round, meet with the rules officials, 

and they will determine which ball is to count.  Get your rule book out tonight, and 

read this section carefully.  It will assure that you don’t get disqualified this year.  

That would be really silly, now that you have read this section, now wouldn’t it? 

RULES 4 YOU 

*During competition, when is it legal to use a GPS unit? 

a. Always b. Never                c. When the device is USGA approved 

d. When the committee adopts a Local Rule. 

 

*It is legal to use a rangefinder that measures wind speed and temperatures, 

as long as you don’t use those features during the round. 

a. True  b. False 

 

*With all the adjustable clubs now days, when is it legal to change the loft or 

lie, during a round? 

a. Never     b. Before or after playing any particular hole 

c. Anytime, as long as the feature has been approved by the USGA and if 

conforming. 

 

*When playing in BDGA events, when do you have to follow the “one ball” 

rule, as the PGA uses? (In regards to the make and model.) 

a. Always, as in any event.  b. Never, it is a PGA rule.  

BDGA CALENDAR 

 
A monthly reminder that we have on our 

website a very comprehensive Events 

Calendar which shows most tournaments 

that will be held in this area during the 

2011 playing season. 

 

Check out this “one stop” source for all 

coming events: 

 

                www.buffdga.org 

 

Almost 800,000 hits on our website in 

2010. 

 

 
ADVERTISE WITH US 

 

The Buffalo District Golf Association has 

various ways to assist you with your 

advertising.  Some are: 

*On our webpage at www.buffdga.org 

*At our various tournaments. 

*In our monthly newsletter. 

 

Contact Tom Sprague, Ex. Director at 

tsprague@buffdga.org    (716) 632-0151) 

 

 
 

EVENT SPONSORSHIP 

 
The BDGA has given out more than 360 

scholarships in the past 35 years.  We 

want to do more! 

 

If your company or business would like 

to sponsor one of our events, every dime 

from the sponsorship goes into our 

scholarship fund.  In return the sponsor 

will get a tremendous amount of publicity 

from this venture;  And, it feels good too! 

 

Consider this rewarding venture! 

 

Contact Tom Sprague, Ex. Director at 

tsprague@buffdga.org   (716) 632-0151   

http://www.buffdga.org/
http://www.buffdga.org/
mailto:tsprague@buffdga.org
mailto:tsprague@buffdga.org

